ANWICU Newsletter Autumn 2005

Dear all,

At last we have the website up and running and maintained. I am grateful for the support we have had from Eli Lilly in establishing it. I am also grateful to Steve Dalgleish for his involvement in its construction. His company will also maintain and update the site for us. So its now down to us! As I said in the Chairman’s Report at the Lakes’ ANWICU Meeting. I see this as our future method of communication. So details of meetings, trainees items, links, news items etc will be here. I hope we can also get a forum going in which you can sound off about anything that’s irritating you. So please send your stuff to Steve at steve@electrickite.co.uk .

I always thing this time of year is a bit like the parliamentary recess. There’s things happening but decisions are all being put off until the end of the holidays.

A couple of things that have caught my attention over summer however. First the Burke Case appeal. As you may know the ruling that Judge Mumby produced against the GMC and specifically its guidance for doctors in making decisions for incapacitated patients was set to have huge implications for doctors dealing with dying patients i.e. us. His ruling was that our position of protecting the patient’s ‘medical best interests’ was no longer sufficient and that many other factors had to be taken into account. In practice this was going to make the whole process much more difficult and possibly unworkable. The appeal process overturned this judgement, however I don’t think this is the end of it so watch this space.

On a completely different tack, Lancashire and South Cumbria are undertaking a network wide prospective audit into the management of acute renal failure, specifically the need for renal replacement therapy. This should provide the Network with some robust information for ‘political’ use but will also provide much clinical data. Rachel Challinor is doing the work on this and I hope it all goes well. I’m sure she’ll be happy to post the results on this site. I know there are projects going on in Greater Manchester and I would be quite happy to see this site used as away of communicating them. 

Unfortunately I wont be able to attend the joint meeting with Mersey. Andrew Bentley is coming along to talk about non-invasive and long term ventilation. He’s a very good speaker and this issue certainly needs a better approach. This is in tandem with meetings which are starting at Network level to discuss the politics of this – so the link with network activity is there again. Please try and support this. 

That’s enough from me for now.

Remember use the site!

